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Women’s ward in SMC for sickle cell patients

A DEDICATED ward for female pa-
tienis sulfering from sickle cell anae
mia (SCA) has been allocated at Sal
maniya Medical Complex.

The ward is equipped with 15 beds,
each fenturing a vital signs monitor-
ing system, Government Hospitals
chiel executive Dr Marimn Al Jalah-
ma said yesterday.

Bhe zaid that the csiablishment of
the ward aligns with Government

LS

Hospitals® commitment to providing
the highesi siandards of medical care,
particularly for SCA patients,

The inilialive aims (o oplimise re
source use (o meel the specilic health
needs of these patients.

In February, Government Hes-
pltals inaugurated a day care unit
for woemen with hereditary blood
disorders ai Salmaniya Medical Com
plex.

This unit, which inclndes 12 beds,
an cxamination room and areas For
triage, treatment, and consuliation,
was cslablished (o provide specialised
services Tor female SCA patients.

Sichkde cell disease is a genetic condi-
tion that resalts from mutations in the
gene holding the information to pro-
duce the beta-chain of haomoglobin
(the molecule in our body thal carvies
oxygen through the body): it afects

maore than 8,500 people in Bahrain,

The discase leaves palienis prone (o
anumber of acnte and chronic health
problems such as infection, altacks of
severe pain known as ‘sickle cell ori
sis’ amd stroke.

The kingdom is corvently warking
to increase the average age of sick-
It cell patients by a farther 10 years
after successfully raising their life ex
peotancy (o 65 last Year.
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